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Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
San Jose Water District cleans up garbage Thursday at the homeless encampment known as “The
Jungle,” where 300 to 1,000 transients.
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By Jerica Lowman
@thehellajerica
The San Jose Police Department closed a homeless encampment known as “The Jungle” last Thursday.
“The Jungle” is known for being one of the largest homeless
encampments in the continental United States.
According to Mercy Wong
of the Community Homeless
Alliance Ministry, the encampment holds 300 to 1,000 people at any given time, many of
whom are veterans.
On a cold December morning, supporters held signs that
read “We Stand With The Jungle” and helped the homeless
move their belongings across
the muddy ground.
Among the supporters
were high school and college
students, teachers and community volunteers who work
closely with the homeless.
Heiri Schuppisser, a homeless
outreach specialist, said one of
the biggest reasons the city wants
the encampment out is because of
water pollution concerns.
“The San Jose Water District
is having problems with the
federal government,” Schuppisser said. “They fund them and
they need to clean it up.”
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The San Jose Water
District is having
problems with the
federal government

Heiri Schuppisser
Homeless outreach
specialist

The evacuation was a “complete failure of the city policy,”
Perry said.
Perry said in 1983, during a
time when few had ever heard
of homelessness, San Jose had
its first tent city by the Guadalupe River.
“The cities response was to
bring in police, cleanup workers,
heavy equipment and disperse
people,” Perry said. “Here we

are, 30 years later, and they’re
doing the exact same thing.”
Charles Fowler, a high school
teacher at Yerba Buena in East
San Jose, came out to support his
student, who invited him to join.
He said the evacuation
wasn’t a surprise because he
had seen the same tactic used
in other encampments.
“The whole strategy has
been something seen all over
the place, but I never expected
them to do this in such a massive manner against the almost
300 people that are still here,”
Fowler said.
Eddy Rodriguez, one of Fowler’s 10th-grade students, said he
thinks the homeless should be
offered affordable housing.
“A lot of homeless don’t have
the support that they need
from the city,” Rodriguez said.
He said the city tries to keep
the homeless away from everyone and so it makes living
somewhere like “The Jungle,”
the only option many people
have to feel like they belong in
society.
Alexandria Armstrong, an
11th-grader from Yerba Buena
High School, said she came out
to support those having their living space taken away from them.

See Jungle on page 3

Associated Students host pantry
party despite adverse conditions
By Wesley Moots
@Stevewes

Today’s
Weather

Sandy Perry, a minister at
the Community Homeless Alliance Ministry, also known as
CHAM, said the ministries has
been helping the encampment
for months.
“They’ve been bringing food,
clothing, assistance, counseling, prayer, housing help —
anything that we can do to help
people deal with their situation,” Perry said.

Rain poured down
but didn’t stop students from participating in the Associated
Student’s Pantry Party
last Wednesday.
The event was organized by child development junior Andrea
Ortiz, the Associated
Students assistant events
coordinator, with assistance from Bradyn
Miller, Associated Students marketing and
events manager.
“The rain always
puts a damper on
things, but that doesn’t
mean that you have to
cancel it. If we reach

one student today, it’s
okay. That event was
for them,” Miller said.
Associated
Students set up a booth
Dec. 1-2 collecting
cans for the food drive
which ended with the
main event on Dec. 3.
All across the Seventh Street plaza, Associated Students arranged booths which
offered a wide variety
of free services.
Among the nine tents
were stacks of blankets
to be used as fabric for
making free scarves
next to the main event
tent where canned food
was collected.
Other tents gave
away free hot cocoa,

cookies with frosting
and sprinkles for decorating, candy canes,
free soup and chili for
students to eat and
drink while huddling
under tents to get out
of the rain.
More than a month of
planning went into the
event, including planning for programs such
as Cal Fresh and Second
Harvest Food Bank and
securing permits and
organizing where everything would go, according to Ortiz.
“I was hoping for
a larger outcome, but
there’s nothing we can
do,” Ortiz said.
Long Dang, a junior
economics major, said

he heard the holiday
music and came with
his friends to check
out the event despite
the rain.
“I’m enjoying the rain
because we rarely have
this kind of rain. I actually like it,” Dang said.
The hot cocoa and
cookie tent had the
largest crowd beneath
it with over a dozen
students gathered close
to stay warm and dry.
Many also stopped
by the soup tent for
chili with beans or
squash-based
soup
which didn’t offer any
space for students to
get out of the rain.

See Pantry on page 2

The Black Scholars Community,
an open-themed community located
on Joe West’s 11th floor, is set to open
Fall 2015 as part of a task force recommendation for President Mohammad
Qayoumi to create a more inclusive,
tolerant campus community.
The community is an environment
for those who identify as part of the
black community or for those who
support the black community, according to Stephanie Hubbard, associate
director of residential life.
“We’re hoping to be able to provide
it as a way to help support and provide
resources for students who identify as
black or African-American,” Hubbard
said. “We’ve had all sorts of themed
communities based on student interest and need. Sometimes those will
phase out and new ones will phase in.”
The community theme was developed by the Black Unity Group, who
approached the administration with a
set of recommendations following the
hate crimes that occurred in the Campus Village residence hall last year.
“Originally we had Ashley McPherson from the Black Unity Group propose (the community) soon after this
incident made the papers,” Hubbard
said. “One was to have a black scholars community where a community
focused on African-American issues.”
Planning for the community
started in the Spring and consisted of
researching similar programs at other
California State Universities to establish a strategy.
Hubbard said McPherson took note of
a similar successful program at Cal Poly
Pomona as a base for the community.
According to the purpose statement online, the new community promotes cross-cultural understanding
and encourages community support.
Michelle Pujol, member of the Student Coalition for SJSU Accountability,
said the community’s focus on crosscultural understanding does not align
with how some students are treated on
campus, referring to the hate crimes
that took place in housing.
“That’s one of the concerns —
they’re treating the students as if
they’re the issue, as if they’re the ones
who need an education,” Pujol said.
Students for Racial Equality shares
the sentiment and believe the community is a form of segregation in hopes
of preventing further hate crimes from
occurring in campus housing.
The organization stated as a group
that it appears as if the administration is setting the black community
aside “so they don’t get targeted.”
The organization went on to say
the community defeats the purpose of
the diverse, inclusive environment the
administration is hoping to achieve
through this new housing option.
“People need to feel as one, people
need to learn how to integrate and
feel comfortable with one another,”
Students for Racial Equality said in a
joint statement during a meeting with
the Daily. “So instead of sectioning
off that floor, how about enhancing
these different unions that each culture has like a Latino student union,
black student union — enhance those
programs so they can still find their
dignity and worth but not necessarily push people to the side and call it
making things better. That’s not making things better.”
Qayoumi said the Black Unity Group
has been integral in creating the community and stressed the fact the theme
was born from a student idea.

See Community on page 3
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NEWS
San Jose Super Toy Show hosts kids and collectors
TUESDAY
DECEMBER.9.2014

“Rowdy” Roddy Piper wrestles up big crowd for toy expo
Philip Beadle
@Beadlebeat
The San Jose Super Toy Comic and Collectibles Show turned one of Santa Clara
County Fairground’s auditoriums into a
giant swap meet focused around fun.
The actor and former WWE superstar
best known as “Rowdy” Roddy Piper attended and signed autographs.
While the line for autographs stayed
packed, collector Art Vic said the main attraction was the toys that provided fun for
children and nostalgia for adults.
“There’s a good cross-section of dealers,
selling a good cross-section of toys, so you
can fi nd something from your childhood
you always wanted,” Vic said.
Vic said he attends shows occasionally
but other vendors are “at every show.”
Tony Armas and Charlie Soto say they
attend at least one show a month.
Armas said he is a general enthusiast
and likes “anything collectible.”
Vendors lined every wall and stalls created aisles, which were flooded with shoppers.
There was barely enough room to maneuver through most of the event as throngs
of people fi lled the aisles and stalls.
Many attendees stopped and chatted
with vendors, some of whom were professional retailers and collectors, but the constant flow of foot traffic often made this
difficult.
The diverse crowd consisted of families,

Philip Beadle | Spartan Daily
David Roberto waits for customers to approach his booth of sport memorabilia, toys and
comics last Saturday.
teenagers and adults.
which sells better than in Stockton.
Josh Lawson of JNA Collectibles in
The diversity of the crowd reflected the
Stockton said the large, diverse crowd was wares on display.
one of the biggest draws for vendors like
There were the typical geeky collecthimself who traveled far to participate in ible items such as action figure, posters
the Super Toy Show.
and memorabilia from movies and comics
“We do the San Jose show once a year,” such as “Star Wars,” “Star Trek,” Marvel
Lawson said. “It’s a different crowd of Entertainment and DC Comics.
people; they have a different taste here so
There were classic time-period toys
we can sell different things here than in such as elaborate, old-fashioned dolls,
Stockton.”
building sets made as long ago as the 1950s
Lawson said San Jose has a large mar- and rare Lego sets.
ket for toys and comics regarding anime
There was also plenty of sports memo-

Pantry: Support services available
From Page 1

“It’s pretty nice once in a while to get free
hot cocoa and free soup, especially since it’s
going into hell week and finals,” Dang said.
Associated Students said more than 250
food items were collected in its non-perishable food drive, and students who came to the
event made over 100 scarves and were served
over 200 servings of hot cocoa at the booths.

The goal of the event was not only to give
back to the community, but to raise awareness about the support services which are offered by Associate Students.
“If students discover that there’s food, resources and help here for them, then we made
a difference, and that’s what we’re here for,”
Miller said.
Wesley Moots is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.

rabilia.
David Roberto, who graduated from
San Jose State University in 2002 with a
degree in business and marketing, said
Bay Area sports have a huge draw for collectors.
“We have comics, toys, vintage stuff and
sports stuff as well,” Roberto said. “You
might not normally see so much sports
stuff, but because teams like the Giants
are so popular because they’re the world
champions and we’re in the Bay Area.”
Roberto said he hasn’t been a vendor at
this show in almost five years because he
only attends when there is a star such as
Piper appearing, but he enjoys “nerding
out” for the day.
“It’s kind of a scaled-down Comic Con,”
Roberto said. “You might see some people
dressed up in costume, but it’s not so overblown as to scare away people who might
not feel that comfortable because they’re
just getting into it.”
Hordes of people attended the show for
$8 from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., but serious
collectors paid $15 for an early bird ticket
and started hunting for treasures as early
as 9 a.m.
Most vendors started to pack up from
around 2:30 to 3 p.m., because the constant commotion exhausted them.
Philip Beadle is the Spartan Daily Arts
& Entertainment Editor.

Crime Log
The following events were taken from
the University Police Department’s daily crime log.
DEC

02

1

11:46 a.m.
Officers recovered a vehicle that had been reported stolen at the intersection of Sixth and E. Williams streets. The owner of the vehicle was
called and reclaimed the vehicle. No suspect information was available
at the time. A report was taken.
2

11:11 p.m.
Officers contacted a subject at Duncan Hall for illegally lodging on university property. Officers determined that the subject had an outstanding warrant and issued the subject a new court date.
DEC

03
DEC

04
DEC

07
DEC

08

3 10:26 a.m.
An officer was dispatched to the art building on the report of a
theft. The victim was unable to provide suspect information.
A report was taken and the investigation is ongoing.
4 12:46 p.m.
Officers were dispatched to Campus Village Building C on the
report of an odor of marijuana. Officers located a resident who was
allegedly assaulted with a sharp object. The victim was treated at
the scene. The suspect remains at large and the investigation is
ongoing.
5 9:35 p.m.
An officer contacted a subject who was found camping at Sweeney
Hall. The officer determined that the subject had been previously
cited for illegally lodging on campus. The officer cited and released
the subject for illegally lodging on university property.
6 2:55 p.m.
Officers responded to unconfirmed reports of an armed male in
the Boccardo Business Complex. UPD secured the building and
surrounding area and conducted a floor-by-floor search for the
armed male. No evidence of a gunman was found and no witness or
suspect information was provided.
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Robotics Club selected by NASA for rover design contest
NEWS

TUESDAY
DECEMBER.9.2014

Engineering students will build, remotely operate mock-rover
Abraham Rodriguez
@Abe_Rodriguezzz
It has six wheels, weighs a ton and
roams the red planet using a miniature
nuclear power plant.
When NASA’s Curiosity landed on
Mars in 2012, coverage of the rover’s epic
journey broadcast live on the Internet
and captured the world’s attention as it
beamed back the first high-resolution images of the Martian surface.
It inspired Khalil Estell, a computer engineering junior and president of the Robotics Club, and the rest of the club to try
and to build its own rover.
The club announced in early November
it was selected to participate in NASA’s
2015 RASC-AL Robo-Ops Competition.
The Revolutionary Aerospace Systems
Concepts–Academic Linkage will take
place on June 2, 2015, leaving nine months
for the club to design, build and test out its
rover concept.
Eight universities including MIT, Virginia Tech and CSU Long Beach will compete in the competition.
“The whole point is to build a Mars rover that’s main goal is to pick up rock specimens,” Estell said.
Estell said he initially wanted to get

the club into a different competition but
settled with the RASC-AL Robo-Ops once
they were told about it by an administrator.
The club heard from NASA in late October and, as a part of the selection process, received $10,000 from the agency.
The Johnson Space Center in Houston,
Texas will host the rover competition.
Two members from each school will fly
with their rover to Texas and perform any
last-minute maintenance before deploying it over to a mock-up of the Martian
surface.
The rover will have to navigate through
the terrain picking up rocks as they traverse the rocky surface and finish the
course within an hour. If it is damaged,
the team mechanics will only have a short
amount of time to repair the rover.
Estell said that the competition’s rules
require the robotics team to operate the
rover remotely from their home university, meaning Estell and the rest of the club
will have to control it from SJSU in the engineering department.
Having to control the rover from afar
means the team will have to design a webbased system to send commands with
minimal lag time.

Apart from having to build the rover’s
control interface and ensure that the mechanical systems are working correctly,
the Robotics Club is required to have a
significant social media presence.
Mimicking NASA and the European
Space Agency’s live broadcasts over the
web, Estell and his team will be transmitting a live feed of its rover’s mission progress from the mission control center in
San Jose.
“It’s not going to be like Mars where
there’s a 90-second delay, it should be fairly instantaneous,” Matthew Boyd said.
Boyd, an officer of the Robotics Club,
said getting stable control of the rover
from San Jose and having it traverse NASA’s Rock Yard is like “any other video
game,” meaning the latency should be
very minimal.
“It’s just like playing any online game
really, you send a command to your keyboard and that is sent to servers and then
to controls,” Boyd said.
Associate Professor Monica Kress, a
physics and astronomy instructor, said
that students that have taken such projects from NASA always had fruitful results.
Kress said that while the SJSU team

may be underdogs, representatives from
other STEM disciplines have always competed on a high level worthy of recognition.
“In my experience, what I’ve seen when
you take a San Jose State undergraduate
or graduate student and put them in the
NASA environment … they’re indistinguishable from students from Berkeley,
and Caltech and MIT,” Kress said.
Kress said that engineers and scientists
have to overlap in their disciplines to develop broader skill sets. In the case of the
Robotics Club’s project, engineers from
electrical, mechanical and software disciplines are converging to build a functional
rover from the ground up.
“I think that’s an essential part of the
training for all scientists and engineers …
if you want to do something new and cool
and different so you are by definition operating in a realm that lies in between the
traditional disciplines,” Kress said.
The team has received donations from
major companies like Nvidia for its computer hardware.
Estell said the team is hoping to complete its prototype by the end of December.
Abraham Rodriguez is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Community: Themed housing Jungle: Homeless camp closed
From Page 1

“I think the whole idea of creating this
community was listening to them,” Qayoumi said. “We don’t want to create something that is totally different or irrelevant
than (what) the students are asking for.”
The goal of the community is to create
an immersive environment that Qayoumi
likened to a relationship someone would
have with their family, which is based on a
sense of belonging and engagement.
“Those elements are so profoundly
important in the student retention and
success,” Qayoumi said. “Those kind of
support structures really help students in
the learning experience but also having
a lot of the camaraderies and friendships
that start that can last through an entire
lifetime.”
Hubbard said the community would
host programs and events on various issues including identity development, academic support and advocacy for their
residents and other floor communities as
well.
The Black Scholars Community will
join Rainbow Village, Art Village and
Global Village as a themed community in
Joe West.

“So some (events) would be community
based, some would be open to the whole
building,” Hubbard said. “It’s to increase
knowledge and understanding as we work
to create a more socially just campus.”
With the community’s kickoff a year
away, Hubbard said the planning phase is
still active but she hopes to plan campus
visits with Google, Apple and Lockheed so
residents have exposure to different employment opportunities.
“It’s not just the IT or manufacturing area, it could also be theater or anything obviously because this is not a major-based themed community,” Hubbard
said. “We also want to be able to provide
access to resources to help those students
succeed to persist and to graduate.”
Hubbard said the community aims to
create allies for underrepresented groups
and hopes to advocate change for those
who need help with various issues.
“The only reason for creating these
groups is to make the campus community
better,” Qayoumi said. “I think we need to
keep that focus as part of it.”
Lauren Hernandez is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

From Page 1

Armstrong said it was bothersome how
the police were mad at these people who were
in “The Jungle” illegally, and she believes they
wouldn’t be there if the city had helped them.
Many people, including Schuppisser, believe the city needs more affordable housing.
Schuppisser said that because there is no
rent control, people who are living on a fixed
income, including those on Social Security
and Section 8, are forced to move out and live
in places where they won’t necessarily do well.
“When you put too many people together, you have more problems. They’re used to
living a certain way and they end up on the

streets,” Schuppisser said.
Schuppisser said his job is to build up a
trusted rapport with the homeless population.
He said most of them are dually diagnosed,
which means they suffer from a mental illness
and a substance abuse problem.
Schuppisser calls them the “un-housed
population” because their home is the Silicon
Valley, but they happen to be un-housed.
“We have to come together as a community and help the ones that we have in this community (The Jungle),” Schuppisser said.
Jerica Lowman is the Spartan Daily
Opinion Editor.
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Student clothing

A&E

TUESDAY
DECEMBER.9.2014

brand inspired
by indigenous
rights movement
By Kristen Wirtz
@KristenWirtz2
Urban Native Era, a Native American-inspired clothing company, was
started by San Jose State University
student Joey Montoya in response to the
indigenous movement
in 2012.
“I was inspired by (the) whole movement so I created this (company) called
Urban Native Era, and it became more
than just a clothing brand,” Montoya said.
The movement, Idle No More, was originally started by three indigenous women
from Canada and Europe in 2012.
Idle No More has inspired Native Americans to speak out about land and water
rights, which were being taken away in
Canada and other countries, Montoya said.
In December 2012, Montoya launched
his brand as another form of speaking out,
and three months later he decided to create
a clothing line to spread more awareness of
Native American culture.
“People ask me, ‘what’s that logo? What
brand is that?’ And every time I can, I
spread the word,” said Garrett Rich, radio,
television and fi lm senior and model for
Urban Native Era. “I’m a big fan.”
Urban Native Era sells T-shirts, hats,
beanies, jackets and sweaters all personally
designed by Montoya.
Montoya said he puts a lot of meaning

Wesley Hobbs | contributing photographer
Urban Native Era owner Joey Montoya sketches new designs for his company. Montoya’s designs raise awareness for indigenous people.
into each of his designs.
One of Montoya’s designs, “The Black
Hills Are Not 4 Sale,” represents a Native
American landmark, which has been
auctioned off multiple times by the U.S.
government, but has been returned to the
Oceti Sakowin tribe.
Montoya’s brand continues to inform
others on campus about the indigenous
movement not only through his voice but
through his clothing.
“I feel that his brand has definitely
encouraged people to research the movement, and that is keeping people educated
on the matter,” said Wesley Hobbs, a sophomore radio, television and fi lm major. “His
brand is not only clothing, but a way to stay
educated and educate others.”
Photo Courtesy of
DreamWorks
Animation.
The Penguins are back in
their own feature. From left
to right,
Rico, Skipper,
Kowalski, and Private

Montoya first sold his clothing at Pow
Wows — Native American ceremonies that
involve singing, dancing and feasting —
and the company’s Facebook page.
His brand recently branched out by
selling in Artillery Apparel Gallery in San
Francisco.
“I see this brand getting much larger. The
indigenous movement is very large, especially in California, and this is going to help UNE
expand,” Hobbs said.
Urban Native Era is mainly operated by
Montoya, but his nephew is starting to help
out with developing the brand, and aims toward larger goals for the company as a whole.
“(I spread awareness) through my
website, speaking to native youth and

Spartan Daily Movie Review

Penguins run amok in DreamWorks
Animation’s latest children’s film
By Wesley Moots
@stevewes
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going out and helping ceremonies,”
Montoya said.
He has traveled to Chico, San Francisco
and San Jose events to inform people about
what is happening with indigenous people.
Montoya has also founded a student
organization on campus called the Native
American Student Organization and has
gotten involved in other Native-American
events on campus.
“I feel that Joey represents the indigenous movement very well in his brand,”
Hobbs said. “This company is one I can see
taking off in the future, and I have no doubt
it will educate people for years to come.”
Kristen Wirtz is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Satire, sight gags and slapstick
comedy run rampant across the screen
in DreamWorks Animation’s latest film,
“Penguins of Madagascar.”
The fourth film in the Madagascar
franchise, “Penguins of Madagascar”
leaves behind the vast majority of the
known cast to focus on the penguins
Skipper (Tom McGrath), Rico (Conrad
Vernon), Kowalski (Chris Miller) and Private (Christopher Knights) — and they
do it with style.
The film opens with the origin story
of the penguins, who are marching
across Antarctica while being filmed by
a documentary crew, and the comedic
references don’t stop there.
After saving Private’s egg from a trio
of leopard seals, the penguins find themselves adrift in the ocean on a small
piece of ice.
With no explanation of escaping the
world’s smallest glacier, we fast forward
to the end of the last “Madagascar” film
and the penguins commenting on their
exhaustion of the song, “I Want to Move
It, Move It.”
Skipper notes the best part of owning
a circus is the ability to transport a
cannon across state lines as he blasts
himself and the rest of the penguins into
the air from the cannon and the group
then glides to their objective Fort Knox.
They breach the security and bypass
all the gold for the break room, which
boasts a vending machine with Cheesy
Dibbles, that serve as the greatest form
of non-existent product placement in a
film this year.
As if those shenanigans were not
enough, the penguins are taken hostage
by Dave the octopus (John Malkovich).

Dave is the most forgotten character
of the franchise.
He proceeds with a maniacal monologue to explain to the penguins, who
don’t remember him either, that whenever he was shipped to a new zoo, the four
penguins would undoubtedly show up,
take over his exhibit unknowingly getting him shipped off to somewhere else.
The penguins escape from Dave’s
clutches in a chase scene that ends in the
flightless birds being saved by the elite
animal team North Wind.
North Wind’s top agents are Classified the wolf (Benedict Cumberbatch),
Short Fuse the baby seal (Ken Jeong), Eva
the owl (Annet Mahendru) and Corporal
the polar bear (Peter Stormare).
The penguins and North Wind must
team up when Private is kidnapped by
Dave.
The animation is visually stunning
and updated, but it keeps true to the
form of the Madagascar franchise style.
The audio work of the film is superb,
not only for the quality of the voice-acting cast, but in the use of music and
folio sounds that bring the setting and
animation to life.
While Disney’s “Big Hero 6” may
inspire children to take up a new fervor
in science, “Penguins of Madagascar”
jettisons science out the window in
favor of throwing many jokes at the
audience that they are bound to laugh at
something. An animated shot gun effect,
sometimes the humor hits its mark.
Other times the jokes remind you that
this is a childern’s show and not Martin
Scorsese next Oscar submission.
For a visually stimulating and comedic animated film, I would recommend
“Penguins of Madagascar” to fans of
the franchise as well anyone who enjoys
puns, slapstick and, of course, penguins.
Wesley Moots is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Editor’s note: On Dec. 8, 2004 legendary Pantera guitarist Dimebag Darrell
was shot and killed while on stage at the Alrosa Villa club in Ohio. A hero
to so many, we love you. You are not forgotten. Respect. Walk. Rest in Peace
1966-2004. From Casey, Colin and every guitarist out there.
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White privilege exists despite claims of post-racism
TUESDAY
DECEMBER.9.2014

If you are white and you are reading
this I want you to say something with me:
“I have white privilege.”
Let it course through you, let it become
a part of who you are — white people,
yourself and I all have white privilege.
Just as people of color are reminded
of how their race dictates how they are
treated by society, white people should
acknowledge the color of their skin determines how they are treated.
As white people, we have the luxury
of pretending our race has nothing to do
with the place we occupy on the social,
political and economic ladder.
Terms such as “reverse racism” —
defined as discrimination against a
dominant group (white people) by a
non-dominant group (virtually all other
people who are not white) — illustrate
one way white people have used their
privilege to complain they are subjected
to racism too.
Newsflash: We cannot be subjected
to racism when we
occupy the top rung of
the societal ladder.
It would be akin
to a dictator saying
“Poor me, the peasants are taking my
food,” when they own
the entire kingdom.
What baffles me is
the audacity of how we think minorities
are taking our jobs, university acceptances or other positions we want.
According to a project by PBS called
“The Whiteness Project,” 60 percent of
working white Americans feel that discrimination against them is as serious an
issue as discrimination against minori-

ties. And 88 percent of white
young people, minorities,” unemAmericans are opposed
ployment rates for blacks are douto preferential hiring and
ble that of whites, at 12.1 percent
promotion of blacks.
and 5.7 percent respectively.
When a white person
But instead of looking in the
doesn’t get a job, oftentimes
mirror and confronting these
they believe it must be
issues at the base level, we slap a
because they are discrim“minority quota” on it then spit
inated against. “Reverse
on affirmative action when it
racism” becomes the go-to
does what it was created to do.
explanation every time they
What we should be focusing
Follow Jessica on
Twitter
don’t get what is “rightfully”
on is the lack of education and
@jessieschleg
theirs.
knowledge America’s white
That is white privilege in
youth have about the history of
itself.
our country and the role both black and
Just because white people want some- white ancestors played in it.
thing, it does not mean it is theirs.
According to a study by the Southern
Just because we think we are best suited
Poverty Law Center called “Teaching the
for the position, does not mean we are.
Movement: The state of Civil Rights eduMany white people would object,
cation in the United States 2011,” 16 states
stating even if we perform just as well or
do not require instruction about the civil
better than a person of color, we will still rights movement in their public schools.
not get the job simply because our comA mere two percent of 12,000 high
petition had a darker skin color and the
school seniors taking the National
establishment needed to
Assessment of Education Progress U.S.
make “minority quotas,”
history exam answered correctly when
as one white man stated
asked a question about the landmark
in the Whiteness Project.
Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board
It never occurs to us
of Education. Seventy-three percent
that affirmative action
skipped the question altogether.
exists because equality
The study states “rather than recogdoes not happen naturally nizing the profound national significance
in our environment.
of the civil rights movement, most states
Hell, even affirmative
mistakenly see it as a regional matter, or a
action and organizations aimed at the
topic of interest mainly for black students.”
advancement of colored people do not
This kind of attitude is seen across
create artificial equality because the
the board when we look at how our
profoundly racist structure of our society public education system treats historical
is so good at protecting the white people
white-American abuse of people of color.
who built it.
Because the sad history of our country
According to a PBS Newshour segment
is not talked about in our schools, white
called “Unemployment rates are higher for
people don’t understand racial organiza-

Just because we believe
that we are open-minded
or “colorblind” does not
mean our white privilege
evaporates

tions such as the NAACP were created as
a necessity for minorities who are consistently disadvantaged and unprotected by
our government.
Organizations for people of color exist
as a survival tool for minorities that
our society does not protect. “White”
organizations akin to them do not exist
because they don’t need to — we are
already protected by American government and society.
Just because we believe that we are
open-minded or “colorblind” does not
mean our white privilege evaporates
or we are protected by some kind of
white-privilege filter.
Using these types of terms as if they
are weapons against the facts of reality
does not make us look innocent, it makes
us look stupid. Being racially colorblind
is not anti-racist, it is racism with makeup on.
We need to stop feeling sorry for ourselves and take responsibility for how the
world we have created affects racial groups.
We need to acknowledge the pedestal
that our own is placed on.
At this point, some white people may
be wondering, “If we cannot hide behind
collective non-responsibility, how can we
do anything to change this flawed system?”
If you are white and you are reading
this I want you to say something with
me: “I have white privilege. I will use my
privilege to help others who do not have my
privilege. I will speak out against racism
and I will not let the ignorance of my white
brothers and sisters go without penalty.”
And above all, stop saying, “White
privilege does not exist.”
Jessica Schlegelmilch is the Spartan
Daily Executive Editor.
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Stereotypes say nothing about a person’s life story
TUESDAY
DECEMBER.9.2014

Stereotyping is an innate behavior.
It affects how each person is brought up
and the life experiences they encounter.
It has a negative connotation for many
reasons because we are taught not to
“judge a book by its cover.”
As a complement to those who are
self-aware of their stereotypes, subliminal priming exists for the subconscious
mind.
Let’s face it — stereotyping is not going anywhere and can be a double-edged
sword.
Stereotyping is a
mere power struggle.
The fact that
people justify their
actions and want to be
right in every debate
inevitably leads to
judgment.
Some have this
trait more than others.
Some are extremely egotistical while
others are less outspoken, but everyone
has an opinion.
I don’t buy the colorblind theory as

I am not a saint either.
much as someone who wants to enlightI have learned throughout my young
en others and live an egalitarian lifestyle.
adult years as a black woman that
I am a black woman and
I need to work twice as hard for
people are going to have
things to receive half the recognitheir preconceived notions
tion or reward.
based on my cultural backI laugh when I come to the swift
ground more than someone
realization I have suddenly gone
else who is white.
against the stereotype which is
It is what it is, and I can’t
put on me by simply engaging in
live my life letting others’
assumptions define who I
a 30-minute conversation with an
am as a person.
ignorant individual.
Follow Beverly
Some
Being black is a part of my
on Twitter
common
nature and just because I don’t
@cheerbev09
stereotypes
live up to stereotypes people have
I am forced
made up decades ago to justify
to confront due to the
societal norms does not mean I’m not
color of my skin are how
“black enough.”
I like to frequently eat
Lack of true self-expression is a
chicken, how I can teach disease in this nation because everyone
others the art of twerkwants acceptance.
ing and how I’m too loud
My skin color does not define my cain quiet environments.
pabilities, my virtues or my self-worth.
If you are a part of a different minority
These are attributes that everyone should
have no matter where you come from.
group, I’m sure you know how annoying
We’ve all heard we need to be our bigit is to hear these absurd statements.
We are all guilty of stereotyping so no, gest competitor instead of weighing in

Life does not have a roadmap and we need to be
more educated on the real
concept of self-esteem and
cultural identity

editorial cartoon

on others’ lives to see if their own racial
group or status lives up to ours.
Life does not have a roadmap and
we need to be more educated on the
real concept of self-esteem and cultural
identity.
We should not have to pay for college
to learn these facts of life or rely on our
parents to teach us our core values.
I do not give any credit to those who
claim they know more about my culture
without living with my daily stigmas.
I have my days where I can be awkward around people, some more than
others, and then I snap myself out of it.
Misconceptions can lead to the wrong
association, but I always have to remind
myself no one is perfect.
You own your life and you don’t go
through college to “find yourself.”
You create your life and your destiny
despite the confinements that you are
placed in.
Screw stereotypes, whether they are
subconscious or not.
Beverly Ukpabi is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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St. Louis Rams prove the power of athlete protests
Athletes might not have an obligation to be role models, but they have
an opportunity to make powerful
statements.
Those courts, fields and stadiums
are stages they routinely use to exhibit
their athletic prowess, a prowess that
draws an audience of billions.
If they choose to take a moment
away from playing a game while on that
stage to share an important message, as
five St. Louis Rams players did recently,
they are U.S. citizens with First Amendment rights who are absolutely allowed
to do so.
The five players
came out of the
locker room with
their hands raised
in the symbol
that has become
synonymous with
solidarity with Michael Brown, the
unarmed African-American teenager
who was killed by a white police officer
in August.
It was a message of support for the
victims and a community that feels
marginalized and something that is not
unprecedented in the sports world.
In 2012, Miami Heat players wore
hooded sweatshirts to a press confer-

ence to protest the shooting of Trayvon
Wilson did that.
Martin, in addition to the daily
The police response to
reminder on campus of what
peaceful protests did that, but
Tommie Smith and John Carlos
the Rams did not.
did by raising their fists on
The second problem is that
the medal stand at the 1968
the message is not, as Roorda
Olympics.
implied, settled into the narOf course, the ever-insenrative saying Brown deserved
sitive St. Louis Police Departto die.
ment had a problem with the
It has not been proven in
Rams display.
the minds of the community
Follow Philip
Jeff Roorda of the St. Louis
claims of Michael Brown’s
on Twitter
Police Officer’s Association had
innocence are false, despite the
@Beadlebeat
a lot to say about how terrible
grand jury’s decision otherit was that
wise.
the Rams implied
The Rams organization, however,
Michael Brown was
did the classy thing in light of the police
victimized and incit- response, a response that was absent
ed the wpublic with
when a group of St. Louis Cardinals
such a “tasteless,
fans wearing “Support Darren Wilson”
offensive and inflam- T-shirts started a brawl with peaceful
matory” gesture.
protesters.
The first problem
Jared Cook, a player involved in the
is this was a group of
protest, clarified they were not trying
individuals, not the Rams organization
to “bash” the cops, and the St. Louis
making a statement.
Police Department tweeted that a Rams
They’re allowed to do that, and emExecutive had called and apologized.
ployers shouldn’t step on their employRams COO Kevin Demoff quickly reees’ free speech rights.
sponded he had not apologized for the
As far as incitement, the death of an
players’ actions but because the police
unarmed black teenager at the hands of had been offended.
a white cop did that.
That’s a non-apology, but it’s the only
The decision not to indict Darren
diplomatic option Demoff had.

They will keep the discussion
going about anything other
than the fact a black teen was
shot by a white police officer

He rightfully wasn’t going to apologize for the statement his players made,
but he had to say something to avoid
the confrontation.
That’s where the St. Louis Police
Department was petty.
They took to Twitter to argue they
had, in fact, received an apology, using
the dictionary definition of the word to
manipulate what Demoff had said into
a real apology because Darren Wilson’s
non-indictment wasn’t enough of a
victory for them.
The St. Louis Police played a semantics game, which demonstrates how
they attempted to subvert the issue.
They will keep the discussion going
about anything other than the fact a
black teen was shot by a white police
officer.
They also recently posted a publicservice announcement in reference to
the Tamir Rice shooting, warning parents not to let their kids play with guns
inappropriately.
That’s nice. I’m sure Tamir Rice’s
family didn’t have enough to deal with
before being told they were responsible
for the death of their 12-year-old son
who was gunned down by police within
seconds of them approaching him.
Philip Beadle is the Spartan Daily
Arts & Entertainment Editor.
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Samson So | Spartan Daily
Sophomore tennis player, Marie Klocker, joined by her teammates perform a Black Eyed Peas mashup during the ninth-annual Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) Talent
Show last night at Yoshihiro Uchida Hall, where all proceeds went to Toys for Tots.
By Vincent Vicini
@TheBigVinnie
Student athletes performed in a different type of competition than usual on Monday evening at the ninth-annual San Jose
State University Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee Talent Show.
Excited students and team supporters
entered Yoshihiro Uchida Hall Room 206 to
see 16 Spartan athletics teams perform in a
two-hour show which benefitted Toys-forTots of San Jose.
“The times that we can have all of the
athletics teams in one place, that’s hard to
do during the course of an academic year,
so that’s one of the pluses,” SJSU’s sports
information director Lawrence Fan said.
“Certainly, another plus is collecting toys
and proceeds for the University Police
Department’s Toys For Tots drive.”
Admission for the event was $2 for
students with a valid Tower Card and free
for those who donated an unused and
unwrapped toy for UPD’s toy drive.
This year’s theme was “Battle of the
Bands,” with each Spartan team performing to a song or mashup of an artist of its
choosing.
The teams brought its talents to the
stage to show off its moves, which are not
typically seen on the field or court.
The choreographed dance routines

were met with thunderous applause from
spectators, many of whom sang along to
the songs. The teams fed off the energy
and looked to the crowd to summon more
praise.
The show was not without mishap however technical difficulties dismantled the
performances from the women’s gymnastics and softball teams.
The gymnastics team was quick to
recover and valiantly continued to perform
despite the audio of its Britney Spears
mashup failing to emanate from the speakers.
The two teams were given a second
opportunity to perform at the end of the
show. This time, neither team suffered
from an auditory accident and were able to
perform as intended.
Presentations were evaluated by a panel
composed of accounting and finance
professor Bill Campsey, UPD Sgt. Jenny
Gaxiola, learning specialist Nick Mazur
and Lawrence Fan.
The teams were judged based on performance creativity, crowd participation, effort, coordination and team participation.
Athletic director Gene Bleymaier announced the winners of the talent show.
Men’s soccer was awarded the title of
“Most Creative Costume,” an aptly earned
award as the team danced to Eric Prydz’s
“Call on Me” while wearing blue masks and
round, inflated blue body suits.

Samson So | Spartan Daily
Freshman infielder David Campbell and his teammates on the baseball team perform to
“Grease” at the ninth-annual Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) Talent Show
last night at Yoshihiro Uchida Hall, where all proceeds went to Toys for Tots.

Women’s basketball and women’s water
polo tied for “Top Female Performance,”
performing to Nicki Minaj’s “Moment 4
Life” and a Queen mashup respectively.
“Top Male Performance” was awarded
to the men’s baseball team for a dance
number inspired by “Grease.” Each of these
winners were awarded 300 Spartan Cup
Points, a unit which measures a team’s
scholarly success, community outreach
and athletic performance.
“Overall Best Performance” was
awarded to the women’s gymnastics team,
earning them 500 Spartan Cup Points.
“They did a good job and they trained
hard for it, they took it seriously,” SJSU
women’s gymnastics coach Wayne Wright
said, “It’s good to know that the hard work
paid off.”
Cami Guyer, a captain on the gymnas-

tics team, said the team stayed late and
after gym practice to rehearse two to three
times a week for two months.
“It’s one of our goals for the year and it
gets us good Spartan Cup Points,” Guyer
said.
Guyer said she was also pleased to be
given a second chance on stage after the
audio failing.
Talent show judge Gaxiola said it was
a challenge to narrow down the winners
because she enjoyed every performance.
“I didn’t see any act I didn’t like, so it
was kind of tough to judge, but it was great
to see them participating,” Gaxiola said. “A
lot of the choreography, you could tell they
put a lot of effort into it, so that was great
to see.”
Vincent Vicini is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.
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Turnovers cost Spartans victory over crosstown rivals

Samson So | Spartan Daily
Spartan forward Frank Rogers drives to the basket heavily guarded by Broncos defenders as the San Jose State men’s basketball team fell to Santa Clara 61-50 at the Event Center on Saturday.
year, but we got to take care of the ball.”
Coming out of the locker room and into
the second half, the Spartans could not convert offensively and made 7 of their 23 shots
(30 percent) from the field.
As SJSU continued to struggle offensively
in the second half, its biggest problem and
concern were turnovers.
“We just can’t have those kinds of turnovers against good teams, they’re going to
take advantage of that,” Wojcik said to SJSU
Athletics. “It just takes away momentum for
you.”
Led by guard Jared Brownridge, the Broncos outscored the Spartans 29-18 in the second half and went on to their third consecutive victory.
“Bottom line is the turnovers tonight,”
Wojcik said. “I thought we defended well.
They only scored 61 points. We outrebound
them. They outgoaled us by 12, partly because we turned the ball over.”
The Spartans look to end their eightgame losing streak tonight against the St.
Katherine Firebirds at the Event Center at 7
p.m.
“We got to just have to keep coming to
the lab, just keep working and keep getting
better,” Muhammad said to SJSU Athletics.
“Even though losing is hard, it does crazy
things to you. We just have to stay together.”
Women’s Basketball
The Spartan women’s basketball team
went into overtime on Friday in Boulder,
Colo. in hopes of defeating the Colorado Buffaloes, but fell 97-89.
The Spartans, who matched a season-high with eleven 3-pointers, struggled
to make shots against the Buffaloes.
Led by senior forward Rebecca Woodberry’s 28 points, the Spartans made 26 of their
85 shots (30 percent) from the field and were
1 for 8 in overtime.
Joining Woodberry in double figures for
the Spartans was senior guard Ta’Rea Cunnigan, with 18 points, and sophomore guard
Aniya Baker with 12 points. Junior center
Riana Byrd led the Spartans in rebounds
with 15 off the bench.
Woodberry sent the Spartans into over-

time after making the game-tying layup
with three seconds to go to make it 85-85 at
the end of the second half.
The second year Spartan guard
also added six 3-pointers from beyond
the
arc,
a
season
high
for Woodberry.
“Tonight I hit an early shot and started to
feel it,” Woodberry said to SJSU Athletics. “I
had been struggling to get good looks. Tonight I was able to get to the basket through
some gaps in the defense and that was what
happened on the last shot of regulation.”
All the screws came loose for the Spartans in overtime as the offense struggled
from the field.
After making its first basket of the period,
San Jose State went 0 for 7 from the floor and
saw Colorado walk away with the victory.
“Our game is that we have to get to the rim
against teams like (Colorado),” said Spartan
head coach Jamie Craighead to SJSU Athletics. “I thought we settled for jumpers in overtime and they did as well. The problem was
that they are a jump-shooting team. They
are not great off the dribble at creating their
own shots. We kind of took the pressure off
them. We talked about not doing that, but
our kids were tired.”
Even with the Buffaloes’ significant
size advantage over the Spartans, San Jose
State was only out-beat in the paint by two
points and set a season-high in rebounds
with 51.
“(Colorado) really had to work for this win
and we had our chances too, which is what
you want on the road against an opponent
like that,” Craighead said to SJSU Athletics.
“We had some individual players step up and
have big games for us. We pressured them
into some big turnovers and the pace was
ours. We battled on the boards, especially on
the offense glass.”
The Spartans look to get back on track
against the UC Davis Aggies on Wednesday
in the Event Center at 7 p.m.
Information compiled from SJSU Athletics.
Colton Seike is the Spartan Daily
Sports Editor.

LY

Connect with the Spartan Daily

@SP TAN
AR

thespartandaily.tumblr.com

In what looked like a close game to the
finish against the Santa Clara Broncos on
Saturday, the Spartans struggled offensively
in the second half and came away with another loss at home, 61-50, extending their
losing streak to eight games.
Along with San Jose State’s offensive
struggles, the Spartans turned the ball over
a season-high of 20 times to the Broncos defense.
Spartan head coach Dave Wojcik used
his eighth different starting line-up in nine
games as starting sophomore point guard
Jalen James was ruled out for the rest of the
season due to an ankle injury.

Sophomore guard Rashad Muhammad
led the Spartans with 15 points and 2 rebounds, while junior forward Frank Rogers
contributed 13 points and 8 rebounds off the
San Jose State bench.
Rogers became dynamically effective
from inside and outside for the Spartan offense.
“I just try to find my shots wherever they
come from,” Rogers said to SJSU Athletics.
“Whatever shots are there, I would like to
get.”
In the first half, the Spartans made 11 of
their 19 shots (57 percent) from the field, including five 3-pointers, but were all tied up
32-32 with the Broncos.
“We were making shots, that’s what we
needed to do,” Muhammad said to SJSU Athletics. “We’ve been struggling on offense this
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